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Derek is currently an active member of the Echo Bay Lodge. He also maintains his membership in the 
North Bay Lodge where he spent 20 years prior to relocating back to Sault Ste. Marie in 2013.  
 
Derek first joined the Elks in 1976 in Echo Bay. Derek’s parents were dairy farmers in a small community 
in Northern Ontario. He learned quickly about hard work, and giving a helping hand to those less 
fortunate. Derek’s father also served his community by serving a number of years as the Township’s 
Reeve. Derek’s mother also helped those less fortunate by providing a hot meal and some cash 
whenever the need arose. 
 
He started his career with the Ontario Ministry of Transportation in 1975 and married Marilyn in 1980.  
 
He gave up his membership in the Echo Bay Lodge when he relocated to Sault Ste. Marie in 1980 and 
again relocated to New Liskeard in 1988. When work commitments resulted in another move to North 
Bay in 1994, he rejoined the Elks in 1995. 
 
He became an active member in the North Bay Lodge, going through the chairs until he became Exalted 
Ruler (2002-03). The following year he became District Deputy, and in 2005 he joined the Ontario Elks 
Association where he went through the chairs and became Provincial President in 2010. 
 
He served as the co-chair for the National Elks convention held in North Bay in 2005. He also served on 
the National Member Services committee from 2012-2013. In addition, he served for 10 years as the 
Judiciary Chair for Region 2, and the Judiciary Chair for 5 years for the Ontario Elks Association. 
 
Derek retired from the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) in 2013 after 35 years. In his career, he 
managed highway design improvement projects and later on became the chief negotiator for the MTO 
where he settled a significant number of property expropriation cases through mediation and arbitration 
proceedings before the Ontario Municipal Board. He uses these skills to ensure the membership in his 
home Lodge remain focused, and work together harmoniously. 
 
He now works as a consultant and is currently employed by a Calgary based firm, LandSolutions, as a 
land agent on a variety of transportation and pipeline projects in Southern Ontario.   
 
Over the years, Derek continues to be actively involved in his community. He is a huge advocate and 
supporter of the annual Terry Fox Run and was a Board Director for the North Bay YMCA for 3 years. In 
addition, Derek has volunteered his time to many community activities including coaching youth sports 
teams, and working on the annual Strong Kids campaign through the ‘Y’. 
 
In his free time, Derek loves spending time with his wife and two girls, Ashley and Nancy. Now that his 
girls are out of university and working, he is finding more time to enjoy playing oldtimers hockey, fastball, 
and golf. He and Marilyn also like to attend Toronto or Detroit to watch baseball on the occasional week-
end. 
 
Through it all, he credits his wife Marilyn for always being in his corner, supporting his work career 
through numerous relocations, and also his Elks and other community endeavors. Without this support, 
he would not have been in a position to pursue these interests. Marilyn is also an Elk member and has a 
commitment to community service, by volunteering her time in various community projects. 


